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For the fifth week in a row I rose from my bed at 4:25 a.m.  Looking at the alarm clock I turned it off before it 

began to ring. It was deer season, what else gets me out of bed hours before the sun rises. I quickly shuffled around 
gathering a few snacks and was out the door for another day in the wild outdoors of Michigan.  

This morning I was set up early in the morning with a heightened sense of anticipation. Each minute that 
passed while hanging 30 feet in the air brought more excitement. The rut was here and I knew that at any moment a 

mature buck could grace my presence. Soon the orange glow came over the dark forest as the sun began to rise. With 

each breath I could see it freezing in the air like a puff of smoke.  
Then from directly behind me a 5 pointer came charging in below my stand. He was in full rut while trying to 

dog around a few does. He stood there clicking at does in front of me. It was another experience of watching whitetails 
in the moment. This sound isnôt heard by many and Iôm excited to have experienced a buck clicking. For the next three 

minutes he clicked ñclick, click, click, clickéò until he charged at the does, dogging them back and forth through the 
brush. What a rush that little guy gave me.  

What a thrill it is to see things in the wild that most only watch on television. From foxes running wild, hawks 

capturing unsuspecting mice and bucks locking horns. The thrill of the hunt goes farther than just pulling the trigger 
when a whitetail passes by your stand. It is the whitetails that get me out of bed at 4:00 a.m. but it is everything else 

that keeps me coming back. 
This year was like no other. Many of us had a banner year, killing great bucks. Others fostered friendships that 

will last a lifetime. And still others learned a few things about our souls. I was lucky enough this year to capture all of 

these into one season. I told a close friend of mine earlier this year that if I learned as much as I did this year every 
year then the sky is the limit. The techniques that I learned and applied in the field proved to be lasting lessons.  

In this edition, look for several stories from our readers capturing the essence of hunting. This story is brought 
to you by a father and daughter hunting team, Fabian and Valerie 

Suarez . These are the lucky winners of the best story and best photo. Addi-
tionally Tom Theison  sent in a very funny photo that is categorized as ñRed 

Necksò of the Year. When he sent in the photo we all had a good laugh be-

cause all the right pieces of the puzzle are included. Lastly the best photo 
came from Todd Baker . The prize packs included hunting gear such as 

grunt calls, gun cleaning kit, expandable broadheads, hunting video and 
camo hats. 

Thank you to everyone that submitted pictures; we had a lot of suc-

cessful hunters this year. I would also like to thank Jason Crean and Andy 

May for helping to provide hunting tips. This was a tremendous hit, hunters 

from many states have been checking in and commented on the information 

provided right here. If you missed some of the hunting season tips, youôre 

welcome to look at prior blogs.  

Show Off Your  
Trophy Photoôs 

 
Submit your game and fish photoôs. Dis-

cover something interesting like South-

ern Michigan beaver, bears or boars? 
Write it down and Iôll include in the next 

edition. Or send in a ñhow-toò article, tip 
or technique. All is welcome. 

brian.miller@strictlywhitetails.com  

www.strictlywhitetails.com  
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 As a father, I enjoy watching 

my children grow and learn. There is 
nothing better for a father then to 

watch your own children begin to take 
an interest in your passion. And when 

they begin to succeed, the feeling in-

side of you is overwhelming. Fabian is 
one of those fathers who has been 

watching his daughter, Valerie, grow 
into a great hunter. In just three short 

years of hunting, she has taken two 
great seven pointers.  

 This year for opening day of 

the firearm season she was hunting a 
farm in Cass County, Michigan. And 

unlike prior years this was the first day 
sheôd be hunting alone. Her father, Fa-

bian, had all intentions of sitting with 

her because its great to hunt with your 
kid especially when she is your daugh-

ter. The blind he set up for her was too 
cramped for both of us so he told her 

"you are on your own kiddo, you can do 
this and just remember everything we 

have talked about". Grudgingly he left and hunted the farm next door. Once daylight hit you could hear the shots from 

the surrounding areas. He had said a prayer asking the good Lord to provide Valerie the opportunity to take a buck. Like 
all parents, he would rather she be successful than her old dad.  

 At about 8:30 a.m. he heard a shot from the farm she was hunting and no one else was hunting that area. He 
quickly fumbled for his phone and within seconds it began to vibrate! It was Valerie. He answered and trying to keep 

calm he asked, "what did you shoot?" Valerie was quite excited and you could hear the nervousness in her voice as she 

responded, "I'm not sure, it was big, I didn't want to look at 
his horns!" She went on to say, ñI know I hit him good but I'm 

not sure where he went. He came from the right and I tried to 
stop him but I guess my MMAAAAAAA wasn't very good 'cause 

he kept going. He then turned and started coming towards me 

so I finally had to yell at him, óHey you!ô.ò She then put the 
cross hairs of her Winchester 12 gauge on the big buck and 

made a perfect shot.  
 Fabian and Valerie together recovered this beautiful 

buck only 20 yards into the brush. You can see by the smile 
how proud she is of her buck and her dad was even prouder 

of her accomplishment.  

 Several days into the season Fabian himself took a 
great Michigan 7 pointer. Now both father and daughter can 

tell stories into the new year about their successful 2009 deer 
season. Congratulations to both Valerie and Fabian on a pair 

of 7 pointers. And congratulations on winning the best photo 

and story on the 2009 deer season.   
ð- Fabian and Valerie Suarez  

Valôs Opening Day 7 Pointer 



 In October I introduced you to the Michigan Hunters 

Alliance. This organization is working hard to provide hunters 
with information to help improve our resources. Knowing the 

facts and understanding how they will effect our future hunt-
ing is half the battle. And this organization is working hard to 

provide you with that information.  

 Back on October 8th 2009, Governor Granholm is-
sued Executive Order 2009-45. This order abolishes both the 

Department of Natural Resources and the Department of En-
vironmental Quality as we know them today. On January 

17th 2010 a new department which combines both the DNR 
and DEQ will be created, it will be called the Department of 

Natural Resources and Environment.  

 "The Department of Natural Resources and Environment is a new department for the 21st century" Granholm 
said. "Experience has shown us that conserving natural resources and protecting the environment go hand in hand. 

These efforts now will be coordinated under one department"  
 Combining these two departments is an ongoing effort to streamline Michigan's state government. At this point 

we are not sure of the issues or problems that may arise from this merger. We plan on watching closely as this merger 

further unfolds and will keep our members and yourself up to date on information as it becomes available.  
If you are interested in becoming a member of Michigan Hunters Alliance visit their website.  

 
Jason Blitchok 

V.P~ Michigan Hunters Alliance 
jason@mi-hunters.org 

www.mi-hunters.org  
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Michigan Hunters Alliance  

Department of Natural Resources and Environment  

Andy May, 2009 130ò Michigan 8 Pointer 

 
Isaac Streich & Chad Cook,  

Chadôs nice Michigan 8 pointer 

mailto:jason@mi-hunters.org
http://www.mi-hunters.org/

